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Elements of Historical Appreciation

A. Some elements of critical appreciation

1. Recognition of structure

2. Identification of themes/ideas

3. Identification of cultural references/sources

4. Examination of analytical technique/method

5. Recognition of innovation

6.   Assessment of significance

B. Some points of (methodological) comparison among historical works

1. Kinds of claims

2. Kinds of evidence
3. Structure of argument
4. Uses of theory

5. Research questions
6. Choices of context

7. Nature of innovation

8. Narrative structure and style

9. Units of analysis

10. Methods of analysis

11. Uses of secondary sources

12. Authorial stance 

